U.S. Accused of Bombing Civilians     Exercise 1-19
An American air strike on a Pakistani village killed more than a dozen local residents, but failed to hit a top terrorist sought by the U.S., sources reported this weekend.  Do you think the killing of civilians in unmanned drone or missile attacks is hurting America's image abroad?

Employing at least one Predator drone missile, the U.S. bombed the village of Damadola, a Pakistani village near the border with Afghanistan.

"This would not have happened unless they had pretty precise information that the right target was at that location," a U.S. military official was quoted on Saturday as having told the New York Times.

Al Jazeera, which regularly provides reports critical of American conduct in the war, claimed that 18 civilians were killed in the bombing.

China's state-run Xinhua news service, which is also commonly critical of U.S. actions, also reported negatively on the bombing, saying that "The plane did such flight early morning and bombed three houses of locals in the Damadola village, 50 kilometers away from the [Pakistan-Afghanistan] border."   Xinhua's own English-translation of its report began by saying that, "A U.S. spy plane have been flying in the Bajur region for three days."

Beijing's state news service went on to quote from what they said was a telephone interview with a "Member of Pakistan's National Assembly, from the Bajur tribal region, Sahibzada Haroon ur Rashid," saying of the U.S. bombing raid that, "It is inhuman act to kill civilians under the excuse of foreign militants." 

Pakistani officials said the bombing killed more than a dozen civilians, including children, and summoned the American Ambassador to protest the attack, according to press reports this weekend.

Al-Qa'ida sites reported the U.S. drone attack against the group's second-in-command, Aiman al-Zawahiri, emphasizing both that he was not at the site at the time of the bombing, and that many innocent civilians had been killed in the unmanned U.S. bombing raid.

Wires on Saturday cited senior Pakistani officials as saying that al-Qa'ida's al-Zawahiri was not at the bombed site at the time of the attacks.

Do you think the killing of civilians in unmanned drone or missile attacks is hurting America's image abroad?

………………………………………Responses……………………………………….

Make notes in the margin about what you think of each response.  

Does it address the question?   

Does it make sense?   

Is it well expressed? 

Can you tell which side of the issue each responder is on?  Why or why not?  

--------------------------------------------------

It is totally unexceptable that innocent people are killed because the goverment  decides to bomb an area a terrorist may or may not be in . I think it shows just how crazy this is all getting , and it is destroying our credibility , and reputation in the world . If you want people to respect you , you don't blow up their children , and say sorry the guy we were after wasn't there . Not to mention it was in a country we are not at war with yet . They may fear us , but is that what we want to be known for? Every time something like this happens I think it only makes it worse . More people hate us , and more side with terrorist types in these countries . Are we to fight the whole world someday?
-------------------------------------------------------

This attack which has apparently resulted in the wrongful murder of mostly innocent women and children, is just another example of how CIA terrorist activities are counterproductive. It is astounding that an 'intelligence' agency can be so completely inept.

If the US mis-leadership was serious about reducing terrorism and curbing wasteful US spending, eliminating the CIA would be an obvious step in the right direction.

------------------------------------------------------

I'm sorry that people in that area didn't tell authorities that terrorists were hanging out in their neighborhood - had they done that, they wouldn't be taking chances about getting bombed. 

    Is similar to Israel saying if Abbas/PA doesn't do something about terrorists that Israel will - same thing happens (civilians can get killed) when Israelis fire missiles to take out terrorists.

    Using drones will not make anyone hate anyone any less as long as they keep targeting/killing militants mixed with civilians, so I say use drones - that way a pilot won't get shot down.

    Main thing people have to realize is the US and Israel DON'T intentionally target civilians like militants who use bombs on trains or pizza parlors. 

    I'd also feel a lot worse about such collateral damage if Muslims seemed to care more about killing their own people.  70-some people died in a Mecca hotel collapse and one guy there said it's not such a big thing ~"these people were martyred and it really wasn't so many" - then several more hundred died in another "devil stoning" stampede.  AND 50,000 people died in Kabul when warlords were fighting someone else - we NEVER hear outcry when it's Muslims dying at the hands of Muslims (unless it's genocide by a dictator like Saddam).

------------------------------------------------------------    

   
Just when we think matters could not be more bizarre and damning to the US someone manages to "F" up big-time and reaches yet a higher level of lethal maneuvers.  How nice it was a drone so just the Pakistani citizens died. All the dead stacking up are becoming harder to hide.  Well we can blame it on those damned insurgents. Ooppsie missed our target and recon. Darn it.

I fear things have actually come to this. We as a country have long held that it would be better to let one criminal get away without punishment than to punish wrongly even one person. I have had people tell me I will one day be locked up for treason. Well if criticizing my own government leads to jail I would rather be canon fodder.    
When this debacle of a war began the US estimated 16,000 killed Iraqi private citizens. Well the number topped 100,000 and still climbs. And how many of our soldiers have died by so called friendly fire? 

    No matter how the numbers add up it is never acceptable to kill civilians in an effort to destroy the enemy.  It is never acceptable to fire on an unknown target, or "pretty precise" information.? Not even one life!  Not one!

    
This is not only a tragedy for the friends and family of the victims but is also very bad PR for the US.  Maybe if we sent a few compasses? Or a GPS or two? Or even a map that has longitude and latitude?  

----------------------------------------------------

The USA ,Big and Ugly,Pollutor of the world,Destroyer and plunderer of smaller defenceless nations for over one hundred years, populated by a  bunch of Blood thirsty Morons,......

Killer of 20,000 Iraqi CIVILIANS!!!, Killer of 18 (NOT ONE DOZEN AS STATED) Phakistani  Women and Children....

           Yes I think you can safely ask if the reputation of the USA has been damaged.

I actaully think the Question that should be asked is...

                                                    Why are WE killing other people?.

------------------------------------------------------

Pakistan is ALLIED to The USA  and  we will never be at war with Pakistan  for one simple reason....It has  working Nuclear weapons....

We simply killed some women and Children,SO WHAT!? ,we have killed vastly more than 18 in the Iraq invasion.In fact the last count was something like 20,000 and GWB says they are now free.

Well it's up to us to ensure the worlds women and children die a ghastly painful death so we can have freedom,according to BUSH and Blair etc....thats how it works...doesn't it???

---------------------------------------------------------

So what's going on here?? Our government feels justified in murdering innocent civilians throwing bombs around trying to kill a terrorist person ... what about the terrorists that are in our country? shall we start bombing , say Detroit? , Chicago? Miami? Maybe we'll get one in those cities! It is no different!!  Somebody please stop the madness!

---------------------------------------------------------

Once again the Bush haters are here again! You can spot em a mile away! They act like they are concerned about our troops and innocent women and children when in fact they are nothing but Bush hatin liberals who feel they were wronged in the election process,so they grab at anything and everything to discredit the Bush administration. I wonder if they would have so much compassion for the terrorist if they were to kill one of their family members??? OH! If we could have only had Al Gore or John Kerry ,these things would never happen!!! CRYBABIES!!!!!

----------------------------------------------------------

Good Day: I forget who said this but I sure do appreciate the quote: "If I'm not upsetting someone then I'm not getting anything done." In other words, we can't please everyone. Who cares what other folks think? The President's job is to uphold the Constitution and to protect our country, to provide us with a safe place to live. I think he's  done an excellent job in both categories.  Many of us have very short memories. It was not too long ago we were in mourning as a nation over the attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and an attempt to blow up the Capitol and or the White House. We lost literally thousands of people of all nationalities when the towers were hit by the hijacked planes. President Bush has kept true to his word and has taken the fight to their country and away from America; protected American soil and its occupants. I think we need to recognize how blessed we are to NOT have had any other major terrorist attack on our soil since President Bush responded swiftly and decisively to the attack on the Towers. I am not frightened when I go to Washington DC,  or any place in our wonderful country as our President has done such an excellent job of garnering intelligence and literally breaking the back of the terrorists who used to roam freely in our country, back and forth across our boarders. Be careful and suspicious of those who complain too much that the terrorists who are being held are not receiving their rights. Did those innocent men, women and children who died in the towers have their rights respected? Of course not.  The ones who complain the loudest  (if you look into their background) may be other than loyal citizens of the United States or attempting to implement their agenda. We are blessed here in America. Why do so may people around the world do what they can to get here? By inner tube, by boat or any way they can they attempt to get here because it is still the land of opportunity, of milk and honey. Thank God we have an America in the world. Let us be thankful that we've not been attacked since the Towers. Thank God that President Bush took the war to the terrorists instead of doing nothing and allowing America to be the theater wherein these battles are fought. And thank God for the brave men and woman in uniform who have given their all and those who daily sacrifice to insure that the war stays away from American soil. Words fail to express how deeply thankful I am for the wonderful job our men and women in uniform are doing. With intentions of good will I scribe myself, Sincerely Yours, Stephen 

----------------------------------------

When you host a dinner party for murderers ....

---------------------------------------

Ah, the good ole american hippe, the diffinitive appologist, haven't you learned that Eutopia does not exist on earth and that it never will. That socialism doesn't work and never will. But nevertheless, your generation is slowly venturing into old age, you are almost, if not most into your retirement years, and your birthrates are well below the average of conservatives. Congratulations, I'm looking forward to not having to hear this America is the root of all evil stuff...

Rice, what a great statement not baking down to Pakistan. Sure there were "innocent" people killed, it's all in the company you keep. You seem to forget the 3,000 or more innocent people killed here. By the way those 3,000 and more are documented. Do you really think the Pakistan government is telling the truth? Do you think the people that were hit are really telling the truth? Look at the company they were keeping. It's all a publicity stunt for the terrorist, any bad press they can give the Americans the better it is...

-------------------------------------------

My question is why people complain about such action,  why the double standard? We are wrong for taking action?  Those that complain about our actions, at the same time should go out of the their way to condemn the actions of Terrorist,  but they do not.  It is a two way street and we are not the one responsible for this type of war fair.  It is the way they play, so if your in the game you can't tie you hands and play  by restriction on you actions,  and give them the freedom to do as they please.

P.S.  Does it or will it change you opinion if the got the guy?
