Lec 16     Birth of the Hero   Clas3305

Campbell notes the progression of Creation Stories:

From Mother Goddess to Male Warrior Hero

(Occidental Mythology   86)

In the earliest societies:

1.     the goddess creates the world unaided

 (primitive agricultural societies in many parts of the world)

Later:

2.     the goddess creates the world with the aid of a consort

(Gaia and Uranus -- Eurynome and Ophion and many others)

Later still:

3.     the world is created from the body of a goddess by a male warrior-god

(Babylonian Enuma Elish, dating, perhaps, from time of Hammurabi, but found in library of Ashurbanipal)

Lastly:

4.     the male god creates the world unaided    

(Christianity, Judaism, Islam)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Zeus battling Typhon
St. George slaying the dragon

--------------------------

The Pattern of the Hero Story


1. a separation from the world


2. a penetration to some source of power


3. a life-enhancing return
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Elements of the Hero story:

(after Campbell)

1.  The Hero 

2.  The Call to Adventure

3.  The Guide (magical aid)

4.  The Threshold




(the labyrinth)




(the land of the dead)




(the belly of the whale)

5.  The Task

6.  The Divine Designation




(elixir)




(magical plant)




(token)
7.  The Apotheosis  (elevation to the rank of a god)
8.  The Resurrection or Return

------------------------------------------------------------

Jesus as hero

Miraculous birth

Parents not who they appear

Sense of mission

Crossing to the other side

Bringing back a boon for mankind

-------------------------

Zoroaster as hero

Miraculous birth?
Parents not who they appear?
Semi-divinity?
Sense of mission?
Guide?

Crossing to the other side?

Gift for mankind?

------------------------

Buddha as hero

Special birth?

Guide?

Sense of mission?

Crossing to the other side?

Gift for mankind?

--------------------------

Heroes of dream,  fairy tale and the fine arts:
· wisdom

· secret guilt or sorrow

· intelligence and imagination

· pride, strength and recklessness

· alienation and self-realization
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