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Lec 23  Non-Western Answers        Handout

Confucius

"A man's character is formed by the Odes, developed by the Rites [the rules of ceremony and courtesy], and perfected by music."

"When a man is not in the habit of saying, "What shall I think of this?  What shall I think of this?"  I can indeed, do nothing with him."     

“I do not open up the truth to one who is not eager, nor help out any one who is not anxious to explain himself.  When I have presented one corner of a subject to any one, and he cannot from it learn the other three, I do not repeat my lesson.”

"It is not easy to find a man who has learned for three years without coming to be good."

"Not to do unto others as you would not wish done to yourself"

Confucius outlined the rightful concerns of the Higher Man:

1. In regard to the use of his eyes he is anxious to see clearly. 

2. In regard to his countenance he is anxious that it should be benign.  

3. In regard to his demeanor he is anxious that it should be respectful.  

4. In regard to his speech he is anxious that it should be sincere.  

5. In regard to his doing of business he is anxious that it should be reverently careful.  

6. In regard to what he doubts about, he is anxious to question others.  

7. When he is angry he thinks of the difficulties his anger may involve him in.  

8.   When he sees gain to be got he thinks of righteousness.

"Oppressive government is fiercer than a tiger"

"The centralization of wealth is the way to scatter the people; letting it be scattered is the way to collect them."

"we become what we do"

A competent provision is secured for the aged till their death, employment for the middle-aged, and the means of growing up for the young.  The widowers, widows, orphans, childless men and those who are disabled by disease, are all sufficiently maintained.   Each man has his rights, and each woman her individuality safeguarded.  They produce wealth, disliking that it should be thrown away upon the ground, but not wishing to keep it for their own gratification.  Disliking idleness they labour, but not alone with a view to their own advantage.  In this way selfish schemings are repressed and find no way to arise.  Robbers, filchers, and rebellious traitors do not exist.  Hence the outer doors remain open, and are not shut.  This is the state of what I call the Great Similarity.

Tao-Te-Ching   "The Book of the Way and of Virtue"

"The ways of men are conditioned by those of the Earth, the ways of Earth by those of Heaven, the ways of heaven by those of the Tao, and the Tao came into being by itself."  




Lao-Tzu       90-91

In the beginning of heaven and earth there were no words,

Words came out of the womb of matter;

And whether a man dispassionately

Sees to the core of life

Or passionately 

Sees the surface,

The core and the surface

Are essentially the same,

Words making them seem different

Only to express appearance.

From wonder into wonder

Existence opens
On Wu Wei:

All things in nature work silently.  They come into being and possess nothing.  They fulfil their function and make no claim.  All things alike do their work, and then we see them subside.  When they have reached their bloom each returns to its origin.  Returning to their origin means rest, or fulfilment of destiny.  This reversion is an eternal law.








What was really meant by wu wei was that: 

Reason must guide action in order that power may be exercised according to the intrinsic properties and natural trends of things.(Huai Nan Tzu 120 B.C.)

A.D. 300:

Non-action does not mean doing nothing and keeping silent.  Let everything be allowed to do what it naturally does, so that its nature will be satisfied.



Kuo Hsiang   A.D.  300   (p. 97)

If you do not quarrel, no one on earth will be able to quarrel with you. . . recompense injury with kindness.. . . To those who are good I am good, and to those who are not good I am also good' thus all get to be good.  To those who are sincere I am sincere, and to those who are not sincere I am also sincere; and thus all get to be sincere.. . . The softest thing in the world dashes against and overcomes the hardest. . . There is nothing in the world softer or weaker than water, and yet for attacking things that are firm and strong there is nothing that can take precedence of it.







Lao-tzu

He who knows (the Way) does not speak about it; he who speaks about it does not know it.  He who knows it will keep his mouth shut and close the portals of his nostrils.

Sayings Ascribed to Buddha

"Do not accept what you hear by reports.  Be lamps unto yourselves."

"There is a path to the end of suffering.  Tread it!"

"Those who, relying upon themselves only, not looking for assistance to anyone besides themselves, it is they who will reach the topmost height."

The Four Noble Truths

Life is "suffering"   (dukkha)

The cause of suffering is desire

The cure for suffering lies in the overcoming of desire

The way to accomplish this is to follow the eightfold path

The Eightfold Path 

Preliminary step to the eightfold path:   
right association

1. Right knowledge:  a map for guidance :  the Four Noble Truths

2. Right aspiration:  search our motivation for the journey

3. Right speech:  notice our speaking and what it reveals about our character 

4. Right behaviour:  ethical precepts similar to the Ten Commandments

5. Right livelihood:  lists occupations to avoid

6. Right effort:  stress on moral exertion

7. Right mindfulness:  "All we are is the result of what we have thought"

8. Right absorption:  product of meditation 

The Chinese say:

Confucius roams within society

Lao-Tzu roams beyond

It is said that the average Chinese:

is 
Confucian in public


Taoist in private


 Buddhist at time of death

wears a Confucian hat


 Taoist robes


 Buddhist sandals








The world is so full of poetry

