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Phil 1115 Intro to Philosophy

Lec 2   Joining the Great conversation
Thursday, June 29, 2006
Philosophy grows out of simple human curiosity, the desire to know, the desire to understand

Mythology
Religion

Science

Art
All attempt to answer the same question

----------------------------------
While Socrates and Plato are the first philosophers most people know, in reality this philosophical enterprise was already old in the time of Socrates

The Pre-Socratics
Perhaps their single biggest contribution – the thing that propelled and still propels philosophy -- is their certainty that rational inquiry, observation and experimentation are the way to go

Not mythology ---  not religion

------------------------------------------------
But some questions can never be answered by looking them up

· Where does evil come from?

· Is there a god?

· Does it matter how I live my life?

Art:  Thinker   J. Shersher
---------------------------

Philosophy…

· is the systematic search for the truth about the way of the world and ourselves 

· examines the most important questions about existence 

· uses ordinary human tools:  intuition, sense perception, imagination and reason

-------------------------------
Art:   Damon Tommalino

Bodyworlds


Psychobird
--------------------------------

Philosophy:  The Queen of the sciences…
The ancestral home of physics, biology, mathematics, linguistics, music, history, psychology, chemistry, astronomy ... etc.
------------------------------------
Heraclitus:
Much learning does not bring understanding.  

Honesty is the best policy.

What is honesty?

What would total honesty look like?

How much honesty can we tolerate?

Is it ever permissible to lie?

What is the difference between white and black lies?

Why do they have different names?

-------------------------------------

Philosophy Everywhere…
Honesty is the best policy.


Better that nine guilty men go free than that one innocent man is killed.


Money can't buy happiness.


Spare the rod and spoil the child. 


The needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few.
-----------------------------------------

"There's one thing worse than making mistakes in your thinking:  That's letting somebody else make them for you."  

           




Anthony Bord

Philosophy…
Questions about.

Knowledge 

Conduct 

Governance 

artists:   Leonardo Da Vinci and Käthe Kollwitz

------------------------------------
Crafting your own philosophy: 
Work towards a set of beliefs that make sense together.

Test your beliefs against those of others.

Align your actions with those beliefs.
Art:  Sakharov, Russian Dissident

“…a belief that can’t be tied in with a great many other beliefs and that can’t withstand criticism may not be worth believing at all.”     









Solomon p.3
Question with boldness even the existence of a God; because, if there be one, he must more approve of the homage of reason, than that of blindfolded fear.  








--  Thomas Jefferson  

Definition: "Critical"
1)  Inclined to judge severely and adversely

2)  Characterized by careful and exact evaluation and judgment

Philosophy is a method of thinking

It requires critical thoughtfulness – 

· doubt the easy answers

· examine your basic assumptions

· investigate your motives

· consider the possible objections

· develop and defend your arguments

You can have facts without thinking, but you can’t have thinking without facts.    John Dewey
Knowledge 

Where does knowledge come from?

Direct observation

Experience

Logic:  inductive and deductive 
Authority:  parents, teachers, books, newspapers, the government etc.
-----------------------------
Theoretical knowledge:  the accurate compilation and assessment of factual and systematic relationships.

Practical knowledge:  consists of skills needed to do things:    play the piano, use a band saw, remove a tumour, or bake a cake

-----------------------------

Wisdom:   General knowledge of what does and does not produce human happiness, including the difference between right and wrong combined with the desire and ability to act in basic accord with that knowledge.







From:  Archetypes 18

---------------------

Wisdom is…a function of personal, moral, intellectual, and spiritual growth.  It is associated with personal virtue in ways that knowledge is not.      
Soccio 18

Artwork:  http://www.thebearguy.com/owls.htm
---------------------------

Doing Philosophy…
Articulating:  expressing yourself clearly

Arguing:  supporting your ideas with reasons

Analyzing:  taking apart in order to understand

Synthesizing:  gathering together in a meaningful way
-------------------------------------
Aristotle’s Organon:    Earliest texts on the tools and structure of logical argument
----------------------------------

Arguments…

Premise

Premise

------------

Conclusion 

All men are mortal

Socrates is a man

-------------------------

Therefore, Socrates is mortal
-------------------------------------------------------------

Two different ways of thinking and arguing…

· Deduction begins with general truths and draws conclusions about particulars

· Induction begins with particulars and draws general truths
------------------------------------

Common forms of deduction…

Categorical syllogism

All A are B

C is an A

Therefore, C is a B
· All men are mortal

· Socrates is a man

· Therefore, Socrates is mortal

-----------------------------------------------------------

What about this syllogism?

All poodles are cats

Fred is a poodle

Therefore, Fred is a cat

Valid?

True?

A syllogism can be valid, even when not true

The form can be valid, even when the content is false

--------------------------------------

Validity and Truth = Soundness

Validity has to do with the form of the argument   --  the shape  -- the evidentiary relationship -- the way the parts fit together


Truth (or falsity) has to do with the content

Only syllogisms which are both valid and true are said to be sound.

--------------------------------------

Other common forms of deductive reasoning

If/then statements

If p, then q

p

Therefore, q 

If P, then Q

If Q, then R

Therefore, if P, then R 

---------------------------

Sometimes one of the premises is assumed 

Men can't give birth

Therefore, Terry can't give birth

(the assumed premise is...)

Truth?

Validity?

Soundness?

-------------------------------

What is the assumed premise in this argument?

Killing people is wrong

Therefore, abortion is wrong

Truth?

Validity?

Soundness?

----------------------------

You might wonder:

What is the point of a deductive argument if the form can be valid, but the conclusion false?

The deductive argument is important because if the premises can be shown to be true, and the form is valid, then the conclusion must be accepted

---------------------------

Induction is less certain than deduction, but.

Knowledge grows from induction in a

way that it can't from deduction.

Science is organized, methodical induction    
    

Advances in medicine 
or physics proceed 
induction by induction

----------------------------------

Induction

The conclusion of an inductive argument always goes beyond the premises.


In medical research (for instance): 

a conclusion about the 3,000 (or 30,000) actual subjects in an experiment is deemed applicable to subjects not experimented on  (with some provisos, of course)

-----------------------------------

Inductive uncertainty...

"The sun always rises in the east" is a reasonable induction from the generations of observable events -- every day that someone saw the sun rise, it rose in the east.


But those thousands of years of observation cannot and can never prove that the sun will rise in the east tomorrow

--------------------------------

Weak inductive arguments 
stem from several causes.

generalizing from too few examples



generalizing to a hypothesis that goes too far beyond what the evidence will support 

--------------------------------

Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs

(from the bottom of the pyramid)
   1.Physiological Needs
   2.Safety Needs. 

   3.Love, Affection and Belongingness Needs. 

   4.Esteem Needs. 

   5.Self-actualization Needs. 

How does Maslow's hierarchy relate to the study of philosophy?

------------------------------------
Concepts and Conceptual Frameworks

Weltanschauung = worldview

1. The overall perspective from which one sees and interprets the world.

2. A collection of beliefs about life and the universe held by an individual or a group.
Dog portrait:    Emily Rieman)

----------------------------------------
While diminishing the feeling of certainty as to what things are, philosophy greatly increases our knowledge as to what they may be.    Bertrand Russell
--------------------------------------------------------

And a final warning:    
Thinking can be dangerous.

And it is not a victim-less crime.






