2525

Midterm Advice

December 3, 2010

The midterm will cover:

The first six chapters of the Rachels text
The first ten lectures and powerpoints 
The movie Crimes and Misdemeanors (lecture 7)

All the assigned readings for the first ten lectures except those marked ‘suggested’

Short answer:
30 marks:  10 at 3 marks each
1)
The story of the Greeks and the Callatians and their regard for their ancestors is used in Chapter 2 to illustrate the theory of _________________________

2)
Essentially, the ________________________theory says that ‘morally right’ is a matter of being commanded by God and ‘morally wrong’ is a matter of being forbidden by God.

3)
Ethical egoism is prescriptive.      _________________ egoism is descriptive. 

Multiple Choice:
    20 marks:  20 at 1 mark each
1)
Plato’s story of the ‘Ring of Gyges’ is meant to illustrate the truth that 


a)   all men are created equal


b)   all men would give in to the temptation to be bad if they were certain to get away with it


c)   all men would lie if the reason were important enough


d)   all men are equally bad

2)
Dorothy Day would have been most opposed to which philosophy? 


a)   Ethical Egoism


b)   Social Contract Theory

c)   Natural Law


d)   Emotivism

Short Essay:
2 at 30 marks each
Six of these ten essay questions will be on your midterm.   
You must complete two of the six that I choose.     
Note that I am expecting a well-organized two to three paragraph answer with concrete examples (where appropriate) which illuminate your discussion.    Details (such as the names of philosophers whose theories you are talking about) will also help your mark.   Because you have these questions ahead of time, I will not make much allowance for rhetorical mumbling , repetition and fluffing….
1) Using Thomas Nagel’s library book theft illustration, discuss the complex nature of moral decision making.   

2) Using specific illustrations, outline the difference between singular moral judgments and moral principles.  

3) In what ways is relativism both easier and safer than absolutism?  Develop an example that illustrates your answer.   

4) Discuss the possible answers to the question that Plato puts into the mouth of Socrates regarding the relationship between the gods and morality.    

5) Discuss the three problems Rachels outlines against the Divine Command Theory.   

6) What does Rachels think is wrong with the suggestion that Ethical Egoism is the ultimate foundation of conventional morality?  Do you agree?  Explain your own thoughts.

7) Thomas Hobbes suggested that the principle of Ethical Egoism leads to nothing less than the Golden Rule.  Discuss this notion and Rachels’ response.    

8) How does the problem of civil disobedience affect Social Contract Theory?


9) In what way does Natural Law Theory leave morality independent of religion?

10) In Crimes and Misdemeanors, why does Judah turn away from the ‘luxury’ of religion towards moral relativism?    

