5

PHIL 2505  Lec 14   Argumentative Essays
An inventory of facts and thoughts 

· how many countries have capital punishment

· whether Canada has capital punishment

· when Canada abandoned it

· what the national debate was like

· how parliament voted

· the speeches made for and against

· the opinions expressed in the media at the time

· what crimes are capital crimes in various countries

· whether crimes are more or less prevalent where capital      punishment exists

· what the ethical arguments against capital punishment are

· what the economic arguments for capital punishment are

These constitute your inventory 

As they stand, not one of them is a suitable essay topic

But they are good seeds to begin with

They can be made suitable 

-----------------------------------------------

Question the facts:

· Does capital punishment deter serious crimes?

· Why (or how?) does capital punishment deter serious crimes?

· Why do some countries uphold capital punishment?

· Under what circumstances should capital punishment be upheld?

· Are those who argue against capital punishment from ethical grounds ignoring economic aspects of the issue?

· Do economic arguments for capital punishment ignore ethical issues?

· What does the use of capital punishment say about a country’s social concerns?

· Can socio-economic status be used to predict an individual's support of or disagreement with capital punishment?

· Does serious crime increase in jurisdictions where capital punishment is abandoned? 

------------------------------------------------------

"No argument, no essay." 

"Try to choose an opinion to defend that will rub at least a few people the wrong way"



Lucille Payne, The Lively Art of Writing

------------------------------------------------

Summary

· An essay is first and foremost a statement of opinion.

· Not every opinion is an equally good essay topic.

· The opinion should be boiled down to one arguable statement (with appropriate evidence)

· The thesis is arrived at through a five step process.


1.  take inventory (brain-storm)


2.  ask questions


3.  look for relationships


4.  ask the yes-or-no question to find your thesis

5.  qualify the thesis 

---------------------------------------------

Characteristics of Argument

· An argument is meant to persuade -- it must make a point 

· It must concern an arguable issue -- not facts or personal preferences

· It must provide the evidence for believing the point in a logical fashion 

· It must be presented reasonably     (it should avoid personal invective or other logical fallacies)

· It must reflect awareness of the topic’s complexity    (it should be qualified appropriately)

----------------------------------------------

Assignments which require skillful argumentation

The position paper:

Write a paper defending or refuting the government’s right to legislate in a particular area.    (e.g. same-sex marriages, censorship, university tuition, business practices, doctor’s fees)

The problem/solution paper:

Develop an essay based on a problem for which there is no agreed-upon solution.  Outline one solution and present arguments for its adoption.   (e.g. getting doctors to practice in under-serviced areas, the drug problem, drunk driving, escalating university fees, unemployment)

The refutation:

Select an editorial, a letter to the editor or an essay from your textbook with which you disagree.  Compose a refutation of the writer’s logic, evidence or both.

-----------------------------------------------------

Opening and Closing Paragraphs

------------------------

In his Civilization and Its Discontents, Sigmund Freud argues that humans are inherently aggressive.  I wish to take issue with this viewpoint and will support the claim that humans are inherently good.  To this end I will argue (a) that Freud’s conclusion is an overgeneralization based on a selective sample of cases; and (b) that recent studies of children show that aggressive behaviour is learned, not innate.

----------------------------

Freud’s argument about inherent human aggression is flawed. Quite simply, it is an overgeneralization that does not stand up to thoughtful scrutiny. It also doesn’t stand up to the results of modern sociological studies which suggest that aggression is a learned behaviour.  If we cling to Freud’s outdated interpretations, we risk reacting inappropriately to our children’s behaviour.

---------------------------

Plan of Action has 3 elements:

1. Thesis statement 

·  (arrived at through a series of 5 steps)

2.  Pro arguments (in support of your thesis)

· list the points in favour of your thesis


have one to refute each con point



list the others from least to most important




least to most humourous



 
least to most profound



 
least to most complex

3.  Con arguments (opposed to your thesis)

· list the arguments against your thesis 


most important first



only 1 for a short essay



perhaps 2 or 3 for a longer essay

--------------------------------------

Think before you write -- plan your attack carefully

3 point plan   

1. State your thesis

2. Soften up the opposition by admitting that they have some points in their favour -- take the wind out of their sails

· but don’t leave them looking too good

3. Marshal your arguments -- from least to most important -- end with your strongest argument 

· leave a strong impression 

This is what debaters do

This is what trial lawyers do

This is what you should do

-------------------------------------------------

Remember:

· This is only one way of organizing an argumentative essay.

· This should not be a rigid outline, but only a guide.  

· The act of writing often suggests new possibilities (to which you should remain open).

· Check ideas against your thesis and include only if appropriate.  

· Take an argument out if its development is problematic.

-------------------------------------------

Improving Your Thesis Statement

(after Troyka)

(getting from bald assertion to graceful statement)

Subject:   
Holidays

Topic:     
The commercialization of holidays

Thesis:    
Holidays have become too commercial.

Thesis statement:  

The spirit of the holidays is being destroyed by commercialism.

Improved version:

Although a boon to our economy, commercialism is destroying the spirit of the holidays.

--------------------------------------------------

Elements of a Classical Written Argument

 (after the Greeks and Romans via Troyka)

1.  Introductory paragraph:

provides the context for the position which is argued in the essay

2.  Thesis statement:

states the position being argued

3.  Background information:

provides basic information needed to 
understand the thesis and the arguments 

4.  Reasons or evidence in support of thesis:

provides supporting arguments and examples or illustrations

5.  Anticipation of likely objections and refutations to them:

mentions most likely arguments against the thesis and rebuts them

6.  Concluding paragraphs:

brings the essay to a logical and graceful end

--------------------

Ethos:  

Keeping a reasonable tone

Be fair:  

· don't exaggerate

· don't malign the opposition

· don't distort

· be polite and respectful

· always acknowledge your sources

One often contradicts an opinion when what is uncongenial is really the tone in which it was conveyed.




-- Friedrich Nietzsche  (d. 1900)

You have not converted a man because you have silenced him.




-- John, Lord Morley   (d. 1923)

You raise your voice when you should reinforce your argument.




-- Dr. Samuel Johnson   (d. 1784)

It isn't what you said,  it's how you said it. 




-- everyone's parents 

----------------------------------------

Every gun that is fired, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.  The world in arms is not spending money alone.  It is spending the sweat of its labourers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children.



-- Dwight David Eisenhower   (1890 - 1969)

-----------------------------------------------

GUIDELINES FOR ARGUMENTATIVE ASSIGNMENTS

(after DOROTHY SEYLER)

Guidelines for a Position Paper

· Begin with an opening paragraph which will draw the reader’s interest.

· Decide where to place your thesis statement.  (Usually near the end of the first paragraph, but occasionally--for a very controversial topic--near the end of the essay)

· Organize your reasons in a meaningful way.

· Support each assertion with evidence.

Guidelines for a Problem-Solution paper

· Demonstrate that a problem exists.

· Explain the cause or causes of the problem.

· Explain your solution.

· Explain the process for achieving your solution.

· Support the feasibility of your solution.

· Demonstrate that your proposed solution is better than other solutions.

Guidelines for the Refutation Essay

· Read accurately and think critically.

is the author using emotional appeals rather than logic?

is the author using biased language or misrepresenting evidence?

is the problem poorly defined?  is the solution unworkable?

· Pinpoint the weaknesses in the original argument.

· Write your thesis to reflect your assessment of the author’s reasoning or evidence (not your opinion of the issue) 

Consider using the following four-part organization.

1.   Briefly record the opponent’s argument (for your reader’s information)

2.  Clarify the nature of your disagreement in your thesis: 

· the evidence is incomplete or outdated

· the argument contains logical fallacies

· the argument is misleading or careless

3.  State the specifics of your refutation

· present the more recent or more complete evidence:

· pinpoint and explain the logical fallacies

· explain how the evidence is misleading

4.  Draw your conclusion

General Guidelines for Reading and Writing Arguments
The Reading Process

· Read carefully and think critically – make notes in the margin

· Analyze the writer’s purpose and audience

· Identify the basic issues and underlying assumptions

· If an argument, or the evidence that supports it, makes you uncomfortable, figure out why  (and don’t accept the first knee-jerk response)

· Keep in mind that reading is supposed to make you question your dearly held (but often unexamined) beliefs 

· Consider thanking the author for waking you up.

The Writing Process

· Qualify your statements and control your language.

· Argue against the argument, not against the writer.

· Stay on topic -- be ruthless in getting rid of points not on topic.

· Edit and revise

· Proofread and revise

· Revise once more….

-------------------------------------------

BIBLIOGRAPHY CARDS

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bibliography cards should include:

· author

· title of book or article

· title of journal or magazine (for articles)

· publishing information


place,  publisher, date

· call number (in case you want to find the book again)

· comments on the usefulness of the books to your project

things like "useful index" -- "chronology" -- "maps" -- "good bibliography"  

-----------------------------------------------------

Note cards

------------------------------------------------------

Three kinds of note cards:

· summary

· paraphrase

· quotation



(a 4th kind could be notes to yourself)

· cards should have a slug (indicating the sub-heading) in the top left hand corner

· cards should have the author and page number in the bottom right hand corner

· any quotations should be clearly marked 

· the speaker of any quotation should be clearly indicated 
(it is not always the author – Ex:  Bart quoted in Simpson 14)

never put two different notes on a card

never write on the back of a card  (unless you put a large arrow which you cannot miss)

--------------------------------------

THREE REASONS TO DOCUMENT

1. to acknowledge your indebtedness to your sources 

2. to assure your reader that our information is reliable and authoritative

3. to tell your reader where to find additional information

-----------------------------------------------------

What needs to be documented?

Everything except your own original opinions, feelings, memories, interpretations and conclusions

facts

ideas

words 

concepts

philosophical approaches

interpretations and theories

conclusions

· if you heard it somewhere, 


or read it somewhere, 


or saw it somewhere, you need to document it

· only exception is common knowledge


things everyone can look up easily:   


dates, locations, names, well-known facts

------------------------------------------------

Summarizing and paraphrasing 

· lessens the chance of inadvertent plagiarism

· forces you to understand what you are reading

even if you photocopy materials you intend to use, you will still have to paraphrase or summarize when it comes time to write your paper

The Summary

· captures the gist of the material, boiling it down to its main components  (ignoring examples, illustrations, repetitions along the way)

· is much shorter than the original

· does not attempt to outline everything in the source

· emphasizes the thesis and important topic sentences

· combines original ideas in different words and sentence structure

Choose those words carefully – they all count in a summary

· no additions

· no interpretation

· keep to the author’s perspective

· keep author’s tone and purpose in mind

· quote sparingly and carefully

Paraphrase

A paraphrase is a rewritten version of the original and nothing more

· do not guess at meaning

· do not insert your own opinions

· do not add additional material

use the same structure and keep to same length

reproduce the emphasis of the original

include major and minor points, illustrations, examples, other evidence

quote sparingly and mark quotations clearly

For your research:

highlight most important information

indicate page numbers of specific facts, evidence, and other material which you might incorporate into your paper eventually

record only material which might conceivably be relevant

Rules for Summary and Paraphrase

· Don’t add anything

· Don’t interpret anything*

· Write from the author’s perspective

· Preserve the author’s tone and purpose 

· Quote sparingly and carefully

*by all means, record relevant thoughts triggered by the process of paraphrasing, but write them on a separate card – don’t trust that you will think that brilliant thought again

When to summarize?  When to paraphrase?

individual choice of course, but guidelines useful

Summarize when:

· the material is supportive but doesn’t add new information

Paraphrase when:

· the material is potentially valuable for its facts, examples, statistics, ideas, interpretations etc.

Documenting Summaries and Paraphrases

· each time you borrow ideas or facts you must acknowledge the source 

· exact borrowings require both quotation marks and documentation (footnotes or in-text citations)

· your summarized or paraphrased (hence rewritten) sections do not require quotation marks but still require documentation

