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Lec 07  Inattention to Subject Matter
We say that an argument commits a fallacy of relevance when it attempts to demonstrate its conclusion by appealing to logically irrelevant premises  (128)

We commit them 

· When we’re in a hurry

· When we are overemotional about a subject

· When we don’t like the other person

· When we feel the opponent getting the upper hand

· When we’re showing off

· When we don’t properly understand the opposing argument

· When we don’t properly understand our own argument

· When we don’t trust the strength of our evidence

· When we’re intellectually lazy

· When we want to take shortcuts

· When …..

Personal attack is one of the principle ways in which groups encourage and uphold Groupthink

Dismissing the arguments of someone who is not in the group is easy and effective:

Why believe him?  He’s not even a Christian!

Why should I listen to her views about animal rights.  She doesn’t even know how to spell antivivisection! 

She’s had an abortion herself!  How can she preach to others!

What would a politician from Toronto know about the needs of us northerners?

Personal attacks are used to dismiss other people’s opinions    (often when we didn’t want to listen in the first place):

Look at how she runs her business – why would you believe anything she says about the economy?

What could he know about relationships?  No girl’s ever put up with him for longer than three weeks!

He smoked like a chimney all his life and now he wants to warn me?   I don’t think so!

A familiar warning though:   
Calling names, by itself, is not a fallacy.

There is nothing “logically’ wrong with abusing other people.

The fallacy is committed when the name calling, or other abuse, is offered in an attempt to ignore, discredit, minimize or trivialize someone else’s argument.

Types of informal fallacies outlined in Chapter 6

Reliance on emotion

1.     Personal attack

2.     Two wrongs make a right

3.     Mob appeal

4.     Pity

5.     Fear

Reliance on diversion

6.     Red Herring

7.     Ridicule

8.     Straw man argument

Errors of assumption

9.     Begging the question

10. 
Circular reasoning

11. 
Loaded epithets

12. 
Complex question

13. 
Dismissal

14. 
Willed ignorance

(from Soccio's Practical Logic)

