1115 Philosophy Extra-Credit Opportunity
Feb. 18, 2007

Your mark on this paper can replace the lower of your two test marks.
1 research paper    1000 words (approx 4 pages)       Choose one topic:
1. Research a philosophical idea that interests you and follow its trail through two or three succeeding philosophers.
2. Interview a parent or grandparent and pair them with a philosopher from our text and explain how the particular pairing makes sense.
3. Imagine having dinner with a philosopher of your choice.  Write a letter to your old philosophy professor describing your experience.
4. Choose a pre-Socratic scientific idea and trace its development from its ancient to its modern formulation.
While I truly value creative approaches to these topics, keep in mind that these are academic papers and, as such, must abide by MLA standards of documentation as well as standard grammar, spelling and style rules (check a style book or consult Purdue University’s online writing lab (OWL).   All papers must include evidence of library research (although primary texts may be accessed from the CD-ROM that comes with our textbook or from university-related sources on the internet).    
Pay attention to the presentation of your paper.   Do you have a good opening?   Is your intent clear?   Is your organization appropriate?  Are your paragraphs unified?   Is your sentence structure varied?   Have you worked through at least a third or fourth draft?   Have you eliminated wordy constructions and repetition?   Have you read it aloud to a friend?   Have you edited and proofread effectively?  
Particular requirements:

· Title page indicating your choice of topic as well as your title, your name, my name, the course number and the date.

· Times New Roman 12 font – standard margins – double spaced.

· Handwritten papers will not be accepted.
· No fancy paper, no fancy font, no fancy packaging (just a staple or heavy duty clip)
Due Date:   Noon, March 20, 2007

Papers may be handed in in class (on the 19th or the 20th) or slid under my office door before noon on March 20th.   There will be no extensions.    If you want to do it, do it on time.
