PHIL 1115   

Introductory Philosophy     

Essay due March 24, 2010
This is a three page essay (approximately 750 words).   This paper does not necessarily require library research, but if you do use the words or ideas of others, you need to acknowledge these borrowings appropriately (See Seech’s Writing Philosophy Papers, Chapter 8).

By all means poke around on the internet for ideas and approaches.  The writing must be yours alone, however.  Use quotations sparingly and only when they serve a significant purpose.  A paper with long quotations strung together with a few sentences of your own writing will not be acceptable.   Keep academic honesty in mind as well.   Read the Nipissing calendar for reminders of the possible consequences.
As Professor Jowett noted in her essay writing advice, “the first requirement of a philosophy paper is clarity….”   Please bear that in mind as you think, write, think again, rewrite, edit and rewrite again.  Short papers almost always require more work than long ones.  Make every word count!
Possible topics:

1. If you wanted to interest grade 5 children in philosophy, how would you proceed?

2. Faith and Reason: In the absence of proof, what would be a good enough reason for believing in God? Why?

3. Choose one of the quotations in my quoTable and relate it to philosophy. Choose wisely (these are not collected just for this class) so you can write significantly.

4. Free will and Determinism: How could we know? Why does it matter?

5. Philosophy at the movies: Comment on the philosophical content and implications of a movie you have seen outside of class.

6. Read and discuss the philosophical implications of Ambrose Bierce’s “Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge.”
7. Why is science fiction such a good medium for philosophy?  Discuss this with examples.

8.  Read and discuss the philosophical implications of Ursula K. LeGuin’s “The Ones who Walk away from Omelas.”

9. Imagine (and write about) a luncheon meeting between you and one of the philosophers we’ve looked at.   Be creative, but also substantive.

Bear in mind that the mark your work receives will reflect both its content and its style.   Say something meaningful and say it as well as you can.

